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ICOH 2015-2018 TRIENNIUM 

MIDTERM SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE REPORT

MIDTERM  REPORT
Covering June 2015-November 2016
Note:  We are using an identical format for the SC Midterm and Final Reports.  Each covers a specified timeframe.  The SC Midterm Report covers June 2015-November 2016. Please return it no later than November 1, 2016  to:  

Vice President Marilyn Fingerhut mfingerhut@cdc.gov and 

ICOH Secretariat General icoh@inail.it

The SC Midterm Report will be maintained in your Scientific Committee “Reports and Events” on the ICOH Scientific Committee Virtual Office at http://www.icohweb.org/site/member-corner-scientific-committees-virtual-office.asp  .   

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Submitted by Scientific Committee: Radiation and Work
                                                   Date: 10 november 2016
Chair: Fabriziomaria GOBBA



From year: 2015

University of Modena and Reggio Emilia

Department of Biomedical Metabolic and Neural Sciences
Chair of Occupational Medicine, 
Via Campi, 287 I-41100

Modena (MO), ITALY

Email address: fabriziomaria.gobba@unimore.it
Secretary:  Leena KORPINEN



From year: 2015

Clinical Physiology and Neurophysiology Unit, 
North Karelia Central Hospital and Honkalampi Centre, 
Tikkamäentie 16, FIN-80210 
Joensuu, FINLAND
Email address: leenakorpinen@gmail.com
SC Website URL:

http://www.grelf.unimore.it/
Other SC Means of Communications: Newsletter e-mailed to SC members 
Focus and aim of Scientific Committee:

The main aim of the Scientific Committee on Radiation and Work of the ICOH is to stimulate an international exchange of experiences on research programmes, methodology and practice in the field of:

- exposure of workers to Ionizing Radiation (IR) and Non Ionizing Radiation (NIR), including Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) and Optical Radiation (OR) 

- the prevention and health promotion of exposed workers.

The activities of the Scientific Committee on Radiation and Work are intended to provide a unique multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary network for sharing knowledge and advancements in the general field of occupational and environmental exposure of workers to IR and NIR, on adverse health effects, methodology and legislation, and any other topic of interest in the general field of protection and health   promotion of IR and NIR exposed workers.


PART I – ACTIVITIES: Business meetings, Conferences, Seminars and Workshops

        Midterm Report: June 2015-November 2016 (report due November 31, 2016)
Please note collaborations with other SCs, WHO, ILO and NGOs. 

1) Business meeting:

Venue: 

“Policlinico” Hospital, room CS0.4 of the “Centro Servizi - Faculty of Medicine, via Del Pozzo  71, 41124 Modena, (MO) Italy
Date:  5th September 2016, 5:30 - 7:00 pm

Number of attendees: 13
Date report sent to Vice President Marilyn Fingerhut (Please use Business Report form in SC Virtual Office at http://www.icohweb.org): 
- 21 october 2016 from Patricia Weinert, SC on OED
Conferences, Seminars, Workshops, Courses, etc during the Triennium 2015-2018: (please fill in the tables)

	(1) Name of the event:
	StanDerm Third Training School, 

	Type of event (please check):
	Conference
	Seminar
	Workshop
	Course
	Other

	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Date:


	5-7 September 2016

	Venue:


	Modena, 

	Organizers:


	COST 

	Co-organizers and Collaborators: Please identify and describe roles.

	ICOH SCs on Radiation and Work an Occupational and Environmental Dermatoses (OED)

	Number of 

participants:
	26 from 15 different Countries

	Publication or provision of CD/DVD proceedings:
	

	Book of abstracts:


	Slides and other relevant materials of the Course collected and delivered to the participants by e-mail 

	Book of selected proceedings:
	

	Special issue of peer

 reviewed journals:
	

	Assessment of success:


	An evaluation of the Course was collected among participants: an high satisfaction was expressed


	(2) Name of the event:
	International EMF Project.
21st International Advisory Committee Meeting


	Type of event (please check):
	Conference
	Seminar
	Workshop
	Course
	Other

	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Date:


	2-3 June 2016

	Venue:


	Brussels

	Organizers:


	WHO

	Co-organizers and Collaborators: Please identify and describe roles.


	

	Number of 

participants:
	100

	Publication or provision of CD/DVD proceedings:
	

	Book of abstracts:


	

	Book of selected proceedings:
	

	Special issue of peer

 reviewed journals:
	

	Assessment of success:


	The SC on Radiation and Work was formally invited to present a report of the ICOH activities during the Session: “Reports invited to on EMF activities from collaborating centres and international organizations.” 
See a more detailed report in: ICOH Newsletter 14 (number 2, July 2016)


	(3) Name of the event:
	INTERSUN PROGRAMME

5th International Advisory Committee Meeting

	Type of event (please check):
	Conference
	Seminar
	Workshop
	Course
	Other

	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Date:


	1-2 June 2016

	Venue:


	Brussels

	Organizers:


	WHO

	Co-organizers and Collaborators: Please identify and describe roles.


	

	Number of 

participants:
	100

	Publication or provision of CD/DVD proceedings:
	

	Book of abstracts:


	

	Book of selected proceedings:
	

	Special issue of peer

 reviewed journals:
	

	Assessment of success:


	The SC on Radiation and Work was formally invited to present a report of the ICOH activities during the Session: “Reports on UV activities from collaborating centres and international organizations.” 

See a more detailed report in: ICOH Newsletter 14 (number 2, July 2016)


PART II Midterm Report:   SC Products and Collaborations June 2015-November 2016




 Publications, Guidelines*,  Position Papers*, etc  








Publications, Proceedings, Guidelines*, Position Papers*, etc.  Provide title, authors, full citation.  SCs are encouraged to produce ICOH Guidelines* and Position Papers*.   *Guidelines and Position Papers must be approved by the ICOH SC Vice Presidents, Secretary General and President.
Cooperation with other Scientific Committees: (If cooperation in a Conference not listed above, provide title, dates, location and name and role of each SC.  Provide relevant details of other collaborations with SCs.)
· International Congress on Rural Health (Lodi, Italy, 8-11 Sept 2015) organized by SC on Rural Health; Invited Keynote lecture of  S.M. John, Chair of the SC on OED, and F. Gobba, Chair SC on Radiation and Work: “UV induced Skin Cancer and Eye effects: neglected occupational risks” 
· The SCs on  Occupational and Environmental Dermatoses (OED) and R&W have proposed a joint SS during ICOH 2018 
Participation and support to WHO – ILO meetings and or publications: (If cooperation in a Conference not listed above, provide title, dates, location and role of each.  Provide relevant details of other collaborations with WHO and/or ILO.)
See a detailed report of activities in ICOH Newsletter 14 (number 2, July 2016)
Cooperation with non-ICOH organizations: (If cooperation in a Conference not listed above, provide title, dates, location and name and role of each participating organization.  Provide relevant details of collaborations other than conferences.)
- Collaboration of members of the SC R&W to the activities of the Bioelectromagnetics Society (BEMS) and the European BioElectromagnetics Association (EBEA) during the “BioEM2016”, the Annual Joint Meeting of the two societies, Ghent, Belgium, from 5th to 10th June 2016. 

- Collaboration of SC of members of the SC R&W to the activities of the Italian Society of Medical Radioprotection (AIRM) during the XXV National Congress of the Society “[New horizons in medical radioprotection]”, Matera, Italy, 24 - 25th June 2016, and the “[5th Training course for the health surveillance of workers exposed to non-ionizing radiation”], Modena, Italy, 18-19 April 2016.

- Participation of members of the SC R&W to the joint meeting of the Italian ICOH members during the National Congress of the Italian Society of Occupational Medicine and Industrial Hygiene (SIMLII), Rome 21- 23 September 2016.

Any other points of relevance:

Under further development collaborations with International Atomic Energy Association (IAEA) and International Commission on Non Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP).

 

PART III Midterm Report: SC PLANS for second half of Triennium: December 2016-May 2018

Planned business meetings, conferences, seminars:  (provide title, location, date if possible)

· After the joint Business meeting of the SCs Rad&Work and OED, organized in September 2016 in Modena, Italy, active contacts are on going to organize a Congress of the SC R&W in Lima (Peru) during late 2017; other ICOH SCs (e.g. Rural Health, Occupational and Environmental Dermatoses, Occupational Health and Development) preliminarily declared an interest to be involved in the co-organization, or to a participation to the activities;
· during the Lima Congress a Business meeting of the SC R&W will be organized 
Planned collaborative Activities with other ICOH Scientific Committees: (Provide Conference title, dates, location and name and role of each SC.  Provide relevant details of other collaborations with SCs.)
An active cooperation with the SC on Rural Health, with SC on Occupational and Environmental Dermatoses is on going. E.g.: a participation of the SCs on OED and on Rural Health to the next congress of the SC on R&W is expected, and joint sessions will be organized during the next ICOH 2018 
Planned collaborative Activities with other (Non-ICOH) Organizations:  (Provide Conference title, dates, location and name and role of the SC and each participating organization.  Provide relevant details of collaborations other than conferences.)
- Collaboration with WHO/ILO/ICNIRP/IAEA is going-ahead, and the SC on R&W is regularly invited to the annual Advisory Committee Meetings of the WHO programs:  “International EMF Project” and “Intersun Programme” 

- Collaborations with the French Radioprotection Society (SFRP), Non-ionizing (NIR) section (Martine Souques), with the Italian Society of Occupational Medicine and Industrial Hygiene  (SIMLII) and the Italian Association on Medical Radioprotection (AIRM) (Fabriziomaria Gobba) are on going
Planned Publications, Position papers, etc.:  (Provide title, authors, timeframe, publication, if known)
Publications on the prevention of adverse health effects/health surveillance of workers exposed to UV/solar radiation  and EMF are under discussion, possibly with the collaboration of other ICOH SCs (as SCs on Rural Health, Occupational and Environmental Dermatoses)
Planned Scientific Contributions to ICOH 2018:  (Be specific: List title of special scientific sessions, speakers, abstract reviewers, business meeting, etc.)
- Planned Special Sessions 

1) Title:  MRI operators: occupational EMF exposure, prevention and well-being promotion
Description of the content: Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) is an important technology both for diagnostic and research purposes. MRI operators are exposed to high levels of electromagnetic fields. In these workers an increased prevalence of some non-specific symptoms, such as headaches, concentration problems, tiredness or sleepiness, as well as ‘sensory’ symptoms has been reported. An update of data on EMF exposure during work, on symptoms prevalence and evolution, and on possible prevention strategies will be presented during this session

Speakers: 

- F. Gobba, Italy: Occupational EMF exposure, risk and prevention in MRI operators: Why? 

- R Falsaperla, Italy : OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE TO ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS IN MRI OPERATORS IN ITALY

- H. Kromhout (The Netherland): Subjective symptoms in MRI operators 

- TdD: Prevention in MRI operators
2) Title: Solar UV: a relevant occupational risk overlooked. Exposure in workers, effects, prevention
Description of the content: Solar Radiation (SR) is associated to various skin cancers: actinic keratosis (AK), squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) basal cell carcinoma (BCC), and malignant melanoma (MM). Occupational activity is one of the most relevant factors influencing SR exposure. Alone in Europe about 14.5 million outdoor workers (OW) are exposed to SR for at least 75 % of their working time. The prevalence of occupational skin cancer among OW is very high and increasing. Most countries do not recognize skin cancer as an occupational disease. Better knowledge of epidemiological and clinical aspects, of SR exposure mechanisms and biological interactions are relevant to raise awareness and to implement preventive strategies.
Speakers: 

- TbD (WHO): The WHO INTERSUN Programme

- A. Modenese, F. Gobba: Occupational exposure in Italy 

- P. Connaughton (Australia): Solar UV risk in Australia: exposure, prevention 

- S. Niu (ILO): ILO activities for the prevention of the risk related to occupational exposure to Solar UV.
3) Title: EMF Occupational exposure and Health Surveillance
Description of the content: In Europe, a new Directive, the 2013/35/EU, introduce occupational limits, and the legal requirement of an health surveillance of exposed workers. At present time, sound scientific data on the occupational risk, and on the health surveillance of workers exposed to electromagnetic fields (EMF), especially on groups at higher risk, are insufficient, and no consensus exists regarding adequate procedures to be applied.  An update on activities ongoing on the prevention of EMF risk in workers will be presented.

Speakers:
- TdD (WHO): WHO International EMF project

- Leena Korpinen  (Finland): The new EU Directive 2013/35/EU on occupational exposure to electromagnetic fields

- F. Gobba: What Health Surveillance of EMF exposed workers? 

- S. Niu (ILO): ILO activities for the prevention of the risk related to occupational exposure to EMF in workers.
4) Joint special session co-organized with SC OED

Title: How to tackle the increasing disease burden of occupational skin cancer

Description of the content: Solar Radiation (SR) is associated to various skin cancers: actinic keratosis (AK), squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) basal cell carcinoma (BCC), and malignant melanoma (MM). Occupational activity is one of the most relevant factors influencing SR exposure. Alone in Europe about 14.5 million outdoor workers (OW) are exposed to SR for at least 75 % of their working time. The prevalence of occupational skin cancer among OW is very high and increasing. Most countries do not recognize skin cancer as an occupational disease. Better knowledge of epidemiological and clinical aspects, of SR exposure mechanisms and biological interactions are relevant to raise awareness and to implement preventive strategies.
Speakers:

- Fabriziomaria Gobba, Italy: Main factors influencing occupational solar UV exposure 

- Marc Wittlich, Germany: Measuring UV exposure in outdoor workers in Europe and other selected countries: results of the GENESIS-UV project

- Stephan Brandenburg, Germany: Integrated care for workers with occupational skin cancer in the German social accident insurance scheme

- Alberto Modenese, Italy: Questionnaire-based evaluation of whole-life history of solar UV radiation exposure in a goup of patients in Italy

- Carmen Salavastru, Romania: Recognition and treatment of occupational skin cancer in Romania: new data

- Swen Malte John, Germany: Effective prevention of occupational skin cancer: important factors to be taken into account
-    Planned oral scientific sessions from submitted abstracts

Title: Non Ionizing Radiations (EMF/ Optical radiation) and Ionizing Radiations: occupational exposure, health risk and prevention in workers.

Reviewer names:
- Fabriziomaria Gobba

- Leena Korpinen

- Alberto Modenese

- Giulio Zanotti

- Planned Businnes Meeting of the SC Radiation & Work

A business meeting will be organized during ICOH2018. 

Contact persons: 

- Fabriziomaria Gobba, f.gobbaunimore.it 

- Leena Korpinen, leenakorpinen@gmail.com
Any other points of relevance:

 

PART IV – Assessment of Success of SC and Impact on Global Occupational Health


         We want to understand and share widely the value and impact of the work of the Scientific Committees on improving global occupational health.  Please look back into the past and provide an assessment.

________________________________________________________________________________

Midterm Report:  Please assess the success of the SC and its influence in improving global occupational health as a result of the work prior to the current Triennium.   Give examples where possible.

 

EMF:

Currently, the problem of an adequate protection and an adequate health surveillance of workers exposed to EMF (ElectroMagnetic Fields) is still open, and shared criteria are not yet available; this problem is of particular relevance in Europe, where the implementation of a new Directive (Directive 2013/35/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council on the minimum health and safety requirements regarding the exposure of workers to the risks arising from physical agents (electromagnetic fields) is ongoing: the activities of the SC during the considered period 2015-2016,  including e.g. the participation to the annual Advisory Committee Meetings of the WHO program “International EMF Project”, to the BEMS/EBEA meeting, the collaboration with the ILO and with the Italian SIMLII and AIRM, are all aimed to actively promoting the development of shared criteria for an effective prevention and protection of EMF exposed workers. 

Optical Radiation: 

In collaboration with the ICOH SCs on Occupational and Environmental Dermatoses and on Rural Health, the SC on R&W is actively promoting an increase of the awareness of the occupational health risk related to UV exposure, and first of all solar UV, neglected until now, and to promote an increase of the notifications of occupational skin cancer UV-related, largely under-reported  to date. The SC on R&W is also regularly invited to give the annual Advisory Committee Meetings of the WHO  “INTERSUN Programme”.

Ionizing Radiation: 

Contacts with the IAEA and ILO are ongoing for a more active collaboration, and the proposal of a joint session during the next ICOH2018 is under discussion. 

PART V – Evaluation of this Midterm Report form.

________________________________________________________________________________

____X_____ This form is acceptable

_________This form should be changed.  Please recommend changes.

 

PART VI – List of Members of Scientific Committee or attach list 
(provide full name and email address)

List with names and Email address attached 
**********

Thank you for completing this form.
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